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Public Law 97-69

97th Congress
An Act
. : Oct. 26; 1981
Toamendthepmvhmofﬁﬂe%gfglrmﬂsmmmmﬁmmmmdm T 1224

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Be% resentatives of the
United States of America in led, That section Congressional
?21%0(&)(3)@} of title 39, United Sbatea Code, is amended to read as mmkedm:t{'
OlLI0WS:
“(F) mail matter congratulations to a person who
hasaclueved some public distinction;”.
ded 2. (a) Section 3210(3)(5) of title 39 United States Code, is
amen sy
(1) by inserting the words “unless it is a brief reference in
otherwise fr le mail” before the semicolon at the end of

subparagraph (B)d);
(2) by mse the word “or” after the semicolon at the end of
(3) by out t.he semicolon and the word “or” at the end

"f&‘}‘i',""‘“gmm e iermeies. sl
y S ou paragrap!
ad(b) Setﬂofgll 3210(a) of title 39, Iggted States Code, is amended by
ding owing new paragra
“(6XA) It is the intent of Congress that a Member of, or Member- Mass mailing.
electto Congress may not mail any mass mailing as franked mail—
(l)nfthemammm]mgmmaﬂedfewerﬂmn%dayslmmedl-
ately before the date of any pnm%% election or general election
(whether regular, speczal, in which Member is a
candidate for reelection;
“(ii) in the case of a Memberof or Member-elect to, the House
whqwacand:dateforanyotﬁerpubhcoﬁice the mass
m

“I) is prepared for delivery within any portion of the
Jurlsdlctmnofortheareaoovmdbythepub oﬂ'icewhwh
is outside the area eonstatut:ﬁg the congressional
from which the Member or Member-elect was ected,or

“(II) is mailed fewer than 60 days immediately before the
date of any primary election or ral election (whether
regular,spemal,ormnoﬁ)inw the Member or Member-
elect is a candidate for any other public office.

“(B) Any mass mailing which is mailed by the chairman of any
orqammtmnreferredtomthelastsentencaofsectmn%ﬁofthm
title which relates to the normal and business of the organiza:
tion mayhbe mailed without to the provisions of this

paragrap
“(C) No Member of the Senate may mail any mass
franked malllfsuchmassmallmgmmaﬂedfewerthanﬁo
( before the date of any primag elect.lon em
electmn er specml, or runoff)
or local office mﬁ:ﬂdf for election.
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Rules and
regulations.

“Mass mailing.”

Rules and
regulations.

Samples.

Effective date.
39 USC 3210
note.

“(D) The Select Committee on Ethics of the Senate and the House

Commission on onal rescribe for
their respecnvecfgmes ;;lllﬁﬂmg regulations, and shaﬁ take other
action as the Committee or the Commission considers and

prmfor MembemandMembem—electtocomply with the prov:si:ons
paragraphandap le rules and regulations. The rules and

tions shall include provisions prescribing the time within
w mailings shall be mailed at or delivered to any postal facility
andthetunewhenthemmhngsahaﬂbedeemedtohavebeenmaﬂed

ordehveredtocomplymththe ns of this paragraph.
“(E) For pms ion, the term ‘mass means
maﬂmgsofmoret.hanfive hundred pieces in

wh.lch the content of the matter mailed is substantially 1dent1cal but

shall not apply to mailings—
“@) which are in direct response to communications from
persons to whom the matter is malled

“(i1) to colleagues in the Co or to government officials
(whethe:r Federal State, orloca]E or

“(iii) of news to the communications media.”.
Skc. 3. (a) Section 3210(d] of title 39, United States Code, is amended

3 (1) striking “the House” and substituting “Congress” in para-

graph (1);
(5 mh(l)- “or State” after “district” in subparagraph (A) of

8
pa(%ﬂgemm ‘i to a Member of the House of

Representatwes” aﬂ:er “(B)” in subparagraph (B) of paragraph

(4) striking “I-Iouﬁzgf Representatives” and substituting “Con-
"in

(5) inserting "or the State” after “district” in ph (2);

(6) redesignating aph (4) and ;lamgraph (5; paragraph

mandpmph( h( )th foll
e fol owwg new paragraphs
“(4] franked Wp ed under this subsection s
at the equivalent rate of postage which assures that the
maﬂmllbesentbythemoateconomieajm racticab
“(5) The Senate Committee on Rules and Ad‘;mmstratxon and the
House Commission on Co: ional Mailing Standards shall pre-
scribe for their ive Houses rules and regulations governing
any franked mail w is mailed under this subsection and shall by
hoahnutthenumberofsuchmmhngsallowedunderthm

“(GXAJ Any Member of, or Member-elect to, the House of Repre-
sentatives er}tlt;ﬁed bet? make any mailing as fransliegl nzall undmlethw
n s ore making any mailing, submit a sample or
description of the mail matter involved to the House Commmsﬁm on
Congressional Mailing Standards for an advisory opinion as to
vtslrmhethm&tgg proposed mailing is in compliance with the provisions of

“(B) The Senate Select Committee on Ethics may require any
Member of, or Member-elect to, the Senate entitled to make any
mailings as ﬁankadmaﬂundertimsuhaecﬁontosubmtaaampleor
description of the mail matter to the Committee for an advisory
op:monastowhethertheproposedmalhnglsmcomphancem the
provisions of this subsection.”.

(b)Thlssechonshallbeoomeeﬁ'ectNe 120 days after the date of
enactment of this Act.
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Skc. 4. (a) Section 3210(e) of title 39, United States Code, is amended
by striking out the last sentence.

(b) Section 3210 of title 39, United States Code, is amended by
redesignating subsection ﬂaasubsectinn(g),andbymsertmgafber
sub(sgction(e)thefollowingnewsubaectmn i e s

“f) Any mass otherwise wo permi rictions,
mailed as magﬁunder this section shall not be so mailed

unlesstheeoatof andpﬂntmgthemaﬂmattermpa;d
exclusively from app Congress, except that an
otherwise frankable mass m':iggz contam. as an enclosure or

supplement. any gnuhhc service matel:lﬁ which is purely instructional
th.ls m nature, and which in content is frankable under
on.”

S0 S 1 5 Yot S ol i
ou e uring
Eﬁ 90-day period immediately”.

®) Sect.lon 8213(2) of title 39, United States Code, is amended by
striking out “until the thirtieth day of June” and substituting
“during the 90-day period immediately .

Skc. 6. (a) Section 3216(a)(1)(B) of title 39, Umted States Code, is
amended by striking out “surviving spouse” and substituting

“survivors”.

(b) Section 3218 of title 39, United States Code, is amended by
inserting after “such Member” the following: “(or, if there is no
surviving spouse, a member of the immediate of the Member
designated by the Secretary of the Senate or the Clerk of the House of
Representatives, as a pnate in accordance with rules and proce-

dures established by Secreta? or the Clerk)’

(cX1) The heading for section 3218 of title 39, "United States Code,

is amended by striking out “surviving spouses” and subst;ltutmg
“survivors”.

(2) The table of sections for chapter 32 of title 89, United States
Code, is amended by striking out the item relating to section 3218 and
substituting the following new item:

“3218. Franked mail for survivors of Members of Congress.”.

Skc. 7. (aX1) Section 5(d) of the Act entitled “An Act to amend title
39, UmtedStatesCode,toclanfythepro r use of the k:'g
appro

rivilege by Members of Congress, and for o
E)ece r 1? “1973, ’(I;uhbhc Law 93-191; Ei? Stat. %ﬂthg b 2 USC 501.
striking out “an e second place it a; erem, y
inserting after “United States ” the foﬂowmg' “and in connec-

tion wi other Federal law (other than any law which imposes
an]yuncnmmmai penalgglfr any rule of the House of Representatives
relating

(2) The first sentence of section 5(e) of such Act is amended by
inserting after “of this section” the following: “(or any other Federal
law which does not include any criminal pen .'I;.ﬁ or any rule of the
House of Representatives relating to franked

(b) Section 5(d) of such Act is amended—

(1) by inserting “any former Member of the House or former
Member-elect, ident Commissioner or Resident Commis-
s:lggzr-elect, Delegate or Delegate-elect, any” after “Delegate-
e

(2) by inserting “(or any individual designated by the Clerk of
E{l’fe House I}ntggr section 3218 of title 39, United States Code)”

r “any o foregom
3 by inse before “other House official”; and
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(4) bx inserting “or former House official” after “House

Violations. ) Section 5(e) of such Act is amended by inserting the eighth

2 USC 501. aagftamoethafe(gfthe following new te]lze “Inthemeﬁaf%ﬁﬁf
Member of the House or a

formerMember—eleot, former Resident
Commmonaror taor Resldent mmm:moner-electornele-

m of the foregoing (or
a Clerk ot‘the use under section 3218 of
t.lt.l939 Uni States ).oranyotherformer official, if

finds in its written decision that senouaandwﬂlﬁ:l
nolatuonhasoecurredoriaahouttoocwr. Commission may
referthematbortowaﬁahwenfomentagencyor
official for appropriate action.”,

Approved October 26, 1981.
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